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Interim Headteacher Update

Dear Parents and Carers,

As we reach the end of another busy and successful half term, | would like to
take this opportunity to thank all of our children, staff and families for their
continued hard work, support and commitment to our school community.

This half term has been filled with many wonderful learning experiences,
achievements and opportunities across the school. It has been fantastic to see
pupils continuing to work hard, show resilience and demonstrate positive
attitudes towards their learning each and every day.

| would particularly like to congratulate our Year 6 pupils for the tremendous
effort they have shown during their SATs assessments. They approached the
week with maturity, determination and confidence, and we are incredibly
proud of the hard work and preparation they have demonstrated throughout
the year. Thank you also to our staff and families for the encouragement and
support given to the children during this important time.

As always, reading remains a key priority across the school. We encourage all
children to continue reading regularly over the break, whether independently
or with an adult at home. Even just a short amount of reading each day has a
significant impact on vocabulary, confidence and overall progress. Please
continue to support your child by listening to them read and discussing books
together whenever possible.

Best wishes,
Gareth Thomas
Interim Headteacher




Landau Forte Academy Greenacres @

Our Academy Newsletter: May 2026

Celebrating our successes this month...

Reception

Reception have continued to enjoy our

Spring and growth topic. We have been

exploring Spring using our 5 senses on a

Spring walk around the school grounds.

We enjoyed listening to the different

sounds, seeing the growth and new life

and smelling the flowers. In maths the

children have been consolidating their

understanding of number combinations to 10 and learning to apply these to
real life problems. In English, the children have been enjoying writing
descriptions and missing posters focusing on using finger spaces and
punctuation. They have even written an instruction leaflet about taking care
of our chicks!

It has been a very exciting time in Reception; from a very cheeky rabbit
stealing our carrots to our wonderful chicks hatching. The children have
shown great interest in the growing and
hatching of our chicks. We were lucky
enough to see one of the chicks hatching
in class and have caught the whole process
on video to watch as well! We have
welcomed 3 chicks (Chicken Licken, Cookie
and Bear) into our class and are showing
great care in looking after them.
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Year 1

This half term, Year 1 have been very busy with

lots of exciting learning! In Maths, we have been

learning about fractions and have been finding

halves and quarters of shapes and amounts. In

Science, we have started our new topic of

materials and enjoyed going on a hunt around

school to identify what different objects are

made from. As part of our seasonal changes

topic and our English work, we visited the

nature reserve to look for signs of spring and

had great fun playing with the parachute. Afterwards, we wrote a diary
entries all about our trip. In Art, we created our own sculptures and were very
proud of our finished pieces. We are all looking forward to another fantastic
half term ahead.
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Year 2
What a busy half-term!

We began this half term with a fantastic assembly
and the children were thrilled to be sharing their

‘London with families and
& guardians. They certainly

based on ‘dragons’, to link

with our topic of castles. In maths, we have become
fantastic fraction experts and can show halves, thirds
and quarters.

- We have continued to learn about plants in Science
and look how tall our plants have grown. We have
been learning about what
plants need to thrive and
mature.

In Art we have been designing
and making peg dolls. Check
out or woollen dolls. They took a lot of hard work
and determination!

i

We look forward to

our final half-term in

Year 2, particularly our

trip to Warwick Castle

to end our History Topic. Towards the end of
next half term we will be making preparations
for moving to Year 3.
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Year 3
Th|s term has glven Year 3 the opportunity to debate
= [ Why was the Roman
gm army so successful? The
' children actively took
S part in a live debate
/ showcasing their
~ knowledge on this
matter. Year 3 have learned how to form the Roman
Testudo and marched in formation. They now
appreciate the discipline and organisation that was
required of such a formidable force.

2 InYear 4 we have been
| investigating circuits
including getting a bulb
to light and a buzzer to I
buzz. We planned a
fair test to prove which
materials conduct Electricity. In Maths we have
been learning about Money and practicing our Calculation strategies for
solving Money problems including Finding Change. In English we have been
v = s wrltlng Persuaswe letters and concentratmg on

~ handwriting. We have really enjoyed
I~ constructing bird nests with Natural Materials in
| Art and worked 3 A
. well in groups.
= We also enjoyed
S 3 visit from a

RNLI volunteer who told us all about what the
RNLI does and how important it is to be safe 48 /ik
near water.
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W on fluency |
= and, in order — gpus

this, we have
- ® areader's theatre session once every three weeks
" where the children help each other to rehearse how a
text should sound and then they perform it in small groups or to the class. It
has been lovely to see their confidence improve with each practice.

Year 6

Such a busy half term in Year 6. We survived SATs and we )
N L\
ol ll JEISEN (L are so proud of how every 'S
i ~ child gave it their all and did
A their best. Their

9 attitudes really shone
through! We celebrated by
having a pizza party -

dominoes for lunch was a huge success!

We have enjoyed a science morning, using the
Locktronics equipment to investigate electricity. We are
all looking forward to half term for a well-deserved
LRIy pot @@ [ break at half term for a rest and
R recharge!
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Attendance & Punctuality

Good attendance is essential for progress and wellbeing.

Please ensure your child attends school every day unless

they are unwell.

School Times

« School gates open at 8.50am and close at
9.00am.Children arriving after 9.00am are deemed to be
late and will receive a late mark.

. Lateness is monitored regularly and late comers noted.
School will issue an advisory letter to parents/carers.

. Registers close and learning begins promptly at 9.05am -
arrival after this time would count as a session’s unauthorised absence and
may result in a penalty notice should these be excessive.

End of School Collection
It is important for all pupils to remain in school until the end of the official
school day.

To support your child’s learning, wellbeing, and continuity of education,
pupils should not be collected early unless there are exceptional
circumstances or by prior agreement. Frequent early collections can disrupt
learning not only for your child, but also for their classmates.

If your child must leave early for a medical appointment, written evidence of
the appointment (such as an appointment card, letter or text confirmation, or
email from the medical provider) must be provided to the school office in
advance or upon collection. Without appropriate evidence, the absence may
be recorded as unauthorised.

Where possible, we kindly ask for your cooperation in oo ? 2

. . . What 'l N A
ensuring appointments are arranged outside of school IFEM[E
hours.

Do You...

School Finish Times Vot S

Reception, Yrl & Yr2 3.20pm
Yr3,4,5&6 3.30pm




Landau Forte Academy Greenacres @

Our Academy Newsletter: May 2026

Daily Absence
The school applies the following procedures in deciding how to deal with
individual absences:
. We operate a first day contact
pe Reporﬁnaa» on obsence
» Telephone—01827 300490
» MCAS app
» Email—post@Ifatg.org.uk
Parents/carers should inform school
of any absence, providing a reason for the absence.
. If no contact has been made to school, we will follow up by a verbal phone
call.
In line with Landau Forte Academy Greenacres Attendance Policy, there is
an expectation to keep in contact with the school daily for iliness of two
school days in length. If we do not hear from parents/carers, we will make
regular contact calls for updates.
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Online Safety: WhatsApp Channels

We know that many of our Year 5 and Year 6 families are beginning

to navigate the world of phones, messaging apps and social media,

and we appreciate how tricky this can sometimes feel. We thought it

important to highlight a feature within WhatsApp called “Channels”,

which some families may not yet be aware of. Channels are public

broadcast spaces that users can follow, rather than private chats between known
contacts. Content shared on Channels can include videos, images, links and updates from
individuals, organisations or public figures.

Whilst WhatsApp is often seen primarily as a messaging app between friends and family,
features such as Channels move it closer to a social media platform in some respects. We
felt it was important to raise awareness so families can make informed decisions about
what is appropriate for their own child.

A few useful reminders:
The minimum age for WhatsApp in the UK is 13.
Privacy settings can and should be reviewed regularly.

Parents can control who is able to add children to group chats. Group chats are a
frequent source of conflict and being exposed to unwanted content -you may have
strict rules in your own home but children on other devices may be able to access and
forward on things you may not approve of.

It is worth checking devices together regularly and having open conversations about
how apps are being used.

Children should know they can always speak to a trusted adult if something online
makes them feel uncomfortable or worried.

We know many parents are trying to balance independence and safety as children get
older, and it really can feel like a minefield at times. Thank you for continuing to work
with us to help keep our children safe online.
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Safeguarding

If you have a safeguarding concern and need support R
and guidance, please don’t wait. You can refer to the
below guidance to support you in seeking the right help:

Email the safeguarding team here at Greenacres —

safeguarding@Ifatg.co.uk. This inbox is checked regularly each day by our
DSL, Laura Percival, or one of the deputies Claire Poynton or Julie McDonnell.
It is not suitable for any urgent worries. Alternatively during term time, please
call Greenacres T: 01827 300490 and ask to speak with a member of the
safeguarding team.

e You can call Staffordshire Families Integrated Front Door (SFIFD) if you are
worried about a child or want to make a referral - 0300 111 8007. They have
services for serious concerns where a child may be at risk or imminent or
known harm or less urgent worries about the care of a child.

o Use one of the many additional support services available such as :

NSPCC Helpline 0808 800 5000 or email help@nspcc.org.uk for worries about
children

Childline Free for confidential support for children and young people - 0800
1111 or childline.org.uk

Samaritans 116 123 samaritans.org

+ Citizens Advice Staffordshire for worries about debt, benefits, budgeting-
0808 278 7874 or Step Change Debt Charity for free debt advice -
0800 138 1111

Staffordshire Women’s Aid run a 24 hour confidential helpline -
0300 330 5959 or you can email referrals@staffordshirewomensaid.org



mailto:safeguarding@lfatg.co.uk
mailto:help@nspcc.org.uk
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fchildline.org.uk&c=E,1,bs-LbrJ3Vp6HQRIXreOXwS614vi7ts-W4qK089h2tjaCA2yxzXO96Bn5gYyZLMe-pzzovuENPjKBdwBgXHpSWV9pmEQZKZ0bDJFvwWQ2eWDYUO6kegn43YVJ&typo=1&ancr_add=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fsamaritans.org&c=E,1,SqrxsYYlfPLJD2_opovHhYMHGmnfYy3kDWu9k-SLckJ3klfk93ppK3rK3gCeSmq1RuSNR9rQyGf_zmQReRO7c6pSTg7bE2ieoIWvdsHkvxU,&typo=1&ancr_add=1
mailto:referrals@staffordshirewomensaid.org
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Dates for your diary...

1st June Pupils return

4th June Yr2 trip-Warwick Castle

10th June Reception trip-Dudley Zoo & Castle

15th-19th June Yr2 SATs

16th-18th June KS2 Oliver production

24th June KS2 sports day (weather permitting)

25th June Yr3 trip-Bosworth Heritage Centre

26th June Reception assembly for parents/carers

26th June Yr3 & Yr4 music concert, Coton Centre

1st July KS1 sports day (weather permitting)

7th July Pupils meet new teacher

8th July Yrl trip-Black Country Living Museum

8th July Yr4 trip-Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery

9th July Yr6 SATs results to pupils

10th July School reports home

13th July Open afternoon for parents 3.30pm-4.30pm

15th July Whole School Beach Day

16th July 9.15am Yr6 leavers assembly & presentation
for parents/carers

17th July All pupils finish 2.00pm
(No after school club due to early finish time)




